
land they were familiar with such trickery, or that auch an

imputation would not have suggested itself to the imagination
of a New England man. He did not believe that the accusa-
tion wai true.
The PRESIDENT interpoecd, and called the 8enator from

Mississippi to order.
Mr. FOOTE had only to aay that, if he had been misled

by the example ol the Senator from Massachusetts, he should
not persist in being out of order, though he should claim at
all timea the same privileges that were enjoyed by other Se¬
nators.
The Ctia* of the House of Representatives here appeared

below the bar, and delivered to the Senate a joint resolution
for the suspension of the 17th joint rule of the two Houses, to
peimit all bill* heretofore passed, or to be thia day passed, to
be sent to the President, in which he was directed to axle the
concurrence of the Seriate. [This resolution was the same in
its terma as that under consideration.]

Messrs. BERRIEN, JOHNSON, of Georgia, and JOHN¬
SON, of Maryland, having each made suggestions.

Mr. TURNEV said he would relieve the Senate. He had
not five words more to aay. It was not his purpose when he
rose to enter into a long discussion. His object was to enter
his protest, and then to vote againat the resolution, first as¬

signing briefly the reasons by which he was actuated. He
should vote against suspending the rules.

Mr. WEBSTER said he understood the Senator from Ten¬
nessee to say that he was through. He begged to say, and
with all respect for the Senator from Tennessee, that he had
had no desire to embarrass that Senator.

Mr. TURNEV wished nevertheless to have a vote on the
point of order.

Mr. RUSK said he believed he had opposed this Oregon
bill with as much firmness as any Senator, and with as little
noise. He had discharged his duty to the best of his ability
to his country and bis State ; and now if this bill goes to the
Executive, he must discharge his duty. He (Mr. R.) had
done all he could. He had been anxious to dispose of it with¬
out sitting on Saturday night, and particularly without en¬

croaching upon the day of rest, but it appears that that could
not be avoided. The bill was passed, and, according to the
course which had heretofore been pursued in the Senate,
when a majority, a clearly ascertained majority, had agreed
upon a measure, it was proper that he should yield, that they
might have the opportunity of passing it and assuming to God
and their country the responsibility of the act.

Mr. WEBSTER intimated that he understood the Chair
had decided the point which he raised, and he should there¬
fore make no further effort.

Mr. TURNEV asked if he was to understand that he was
in order.
The PRESIDING OFFICER was understood to answer

in the affirmative.
Mr. RUSK then continued. He said the majority had as¬

sumed the responsibility, and therefore all that the minority
could do, except what they could do indirectly, was now done.
And there was another important matter to which he would
advert. There were about thirty bills in the situation of the
Oregon bill, many of them bills for the relief of those who
were suffering in poverty and want, to whom just debts were

owing by the Government of the Unite.! States. One of those
bills, and it wasoneofgreatimportance, was the army appropria¬
tion bill. He had seen the Secretary of War but a few min¬
utes ago, and was informed by that gentleman that it was im¬
possible for him to proceed for any length of time unless the
army appropriation bill should be passed. If this bill should
not be passed, what would be the consequence ' Their offi¬
cers and soldiers would be left without a dollar. He was

aware the country was in circumstances of great agitation,
and in a state of highly excited feelings. He regretted to
sec it. It was a matter of very sincere regret to him. But
he appealed to those Senators who had been opposed to the
passage of the Oregon bill to cease all further opposition, and
to permit it to pass. Amongst those Senators to whom he ap¬
pealed were gentlemen who had long served their country,
and who, when they died, would leave a name behind which
well might be envied by the rising generation. For tke pas¬
sage of this bill they were not lesponsible, for they bad resist¬
ed manfully and perseveringly. He asked them, therefore,
now to yield, and not attempt indiieetly to defeat a measure
which they had not the power to defeat directly, but let the
majority take the responsibility of the act, of which posterity
would form its judgment.

Mr. KING wished to say that perhaps there was no one
in the Senate more opposed to certain provisons of the bill
which had been passed than he was. He thought it contain¬
ed provisions that were not only unnecessary, but calculated
to violate the rights of his section of the Union. When the
bill was under consideration he had been very desirous to see
it amended, and when it came back with the amendment of
the ..Senate rejected by the other House, be proposed that the
Senate should insist on its amendment, that they might avail
themselves of the proposition of the Senator from Illinois,
and appoint a committee of conference. The proposition to
recede having the preference, he had not been able to accom¬

plish that object. The majority had decided the question,
and on them let the responsibility rest. The bill was now
only waiting the action of the President to become the law of
the land. They had done their duty to themselves and to the
country as far u was practicable ; but the majority of the
Senate and of the other House have spoken. They have de¬
termined that the bill shall pass in iu present form. He was
now for leaving the co-ordinate branch of the Oovernment
(the Executive) to do its duty, and act on this bill when it
shall be presented to him. He (Mr. K.) was not now pre¬
pared to take ground on mere technical objections to defeat it
He had never seen any good result from such a course. He
was decidedly of opinion that no good could result from it.
He therefore appealed to his fi lends.to those with whom he
bad acted, and who could not be more opposed to the bill in
its present shspe than be was.to let the rules be su«*>nded,
r."!i!hl" to* other bills might goto the President, and
let tiie President act upon them as his judgment may direct.
He trusted that course would be pursued. It would comport
better with the dignity of the Senate, with their standing in
the count17, and with public sentiment, than by persisting in
opposing this resolution. He knew there was a great diversity
ol sentiment respecting this matter. He knew some gentle¬
men thought the President could not, at this late period, give
it a proper examination. If not, let the President hold it
over if he thinks proper to do so , but if be was ready to act,

I
f h" WM not rc#dy» hi® uke «he time

which the constitution allows. He (Mr. K.) again appealed
tothose with whom he acted to withdiaw their opposition,
and let this resolution pass.

Mr. CALHOUN said, il there was any responsibility, it
was on the majority, and not on the minority. By the rules of

J*. t!£ ""Oregon bill was lost, and the majority well knew

y l'-A2* ! con«io,w of to® feet, and therefore they
,h« <**»» bills to it in this resolution , and there¬

in they had a^umed the readability of all the consequences.
.1 MIWtin* ,

°° lbe,r Journal was a convincing proof that
iae Senate was of opinion that it was improper to send bills
to the Present on the last day of . .e-ion, as he could not

" 0<f h"nd- Tb*r" might he great constitutional
questions involved, requiring great consideration, and the con¬
stitution allow* him ten days to decide upon bills. But they
£.77!? 10 bi" 10 him 00 to* day of the session ;
and if there ever was a bill that ought not to be pressed on the
rresident to decide instanter, this was one. How long had

' '7" 8oro* fiT* <". »«k. , and they had
erea vio!,ted the day of rest, .which was not regarded as a le-

WOU,d "end il ^ President one hour
and a half before the adjournment of Congress. That was

y profw*ed 10 *llow bim. He understood what
was the great point of contest between parties in that House.

t^\°.TTFnV ? h"e tb* ***». despotic con-
e.lmX 1

' Th'y kMW lhen "" "<* an

SL PS £ I°Un<1 "" ,he ****** this country,
n.Jit k. T 'I* MlMOnri compromise would not have

P^red. bui that the North were anxious to protect themselves
by the adoption of the line 36° W. And how was it on the
admission ofTexas >

^

k*n S(1N* 01 M,r5rl"nd' *u*SMted to the Senator
from South Carolina to make a motion

Mr. CALHOUN said he would. After some other obser¬
vations, he said this was the first time the W.lmot proviso had
evei been attempted to be carried into effect. He concluded
hy moving to strike out from the resolution all that part of it
hich relates to the Oregon bill, and on that motion he called

lor the yeas and nays.

bilHii it
''ER "id WM nathin* #bout the Oregon

^Mr. JOHNSON, of Maryland, then suggested to the Se¬
na or from South Carolina to except the Oregon bill by
DIID0.

'

Mr CALHOUN said he would do so.

. JP ' read the resolution, and it appeared that
,

'<n,,,or I.® New Jersey was mistaken, the Oregon bill
being named in it.

y.l' ?J?rcTON moved to lay the resolution 09 the table,
thr u

n,''! f "P lbe resolution from the Housa on

AgrwHo
W" reC*ived . hw HO-

^The resolution from the House was then taken up. ft pro-
£T?i'i Mil I!l terms, to suspend the l?th joint rule to p*-
President

P * **d'* * * '^e
.!'H°UN moved to amend the resolution by adding

the words <'except the Oregon bill. '

Mr. JOHNSON, of Maryland, suggested an amendment
«o the same effect, but in more precise terms.

Mr. CA LHOUN was understood to accept that amendment
as a modification of his own, and to call for the yeas and nays
tuCYton.

'

The yeas and nays were ordered, and resulted thus

JKAS.M< ,,rv Hell, Berrien, Borland, Butler, Calhoun,
Mlsaisslpp,, Downs, Foote, Hunter, Johnson, of

Maryland, Johnson, nt Ixmiuana, Johnson, of tieorria, Ix wii

YalT^tY ' Srf",ti'n' Turw*'

.;NA|V»S^!!,'^V' Aden, Atehison, Atherton, Badger, Bald,

tw'.i iu"' 7"iL",r7« Hree*e. Bright, Cameron, Clarke,
r.of Ma.^chosetts, Dayton, Dickinson, l>u

Dodgr, Douglas, l-eleh, Pitiprsld, (ireene, Hale, llsmlin,
Hannrgw,, Rinf, Metealfc, Ai.er, Pearee, Phelps,

Spruance, Sturgeon, Underwood, Uphara,Walker, and Web-
Mer.37.
The question then recurred on the House resolution.
Mr. FOOTE rose and aaid that it had been intimated bySenator# in their places that there were gentlemen there who

were determined to speak out all the time remaining with the
view of defeating this bill. Now, he wished to be aliowed to
say that they had been for some time prepared to act a verydifferent part. They h«d bet- orepured to defeat what was
considered improp«r legislation, and

more. But he
now felt authorized to declare that they were now t0
yield and let the majority take the responsibility. They hau
discharged their duty as patriots should do. [Loud cries of
" Question."]

Mr. HOUSTON was deeply impressed with the importance
of this subject. Having acted upon thi« measure with the
best intentions, he had this only to say, that though a majority,
and a very small majority, had decided this question.and as a

Southern man he bad placed himself not on sectional and ab¬
stract principles, but on principles which were calculated to
maintain the rights of this Union and of every portion of it.
he trusted all opposition would cease.
The majority, he repeated, was small, but it was a small

majority by which Texas was admitted into this Union ; and
it there was a majority, it was not for hiui to say how few or

how many, but to submit. He contended that he was actu¬
ated by as high, as independent, and as patriotic motives as

any gentleman in that body, «be he from the South or from the
North. On such occasions, he knew neither North nor South;
he knew only this Union, and he, though a Southern man,
would protect the rights of the North, and not suffer them to
be encroached upon, as ardently as he would protect and sup¬
port the rights of the South. He believed on that floor he
was a representative of the whole American people. He was

the representative of the whole and of every portion of it. On
all occasions, he would maintain that position, and he believed
his people would sustain him in it, for they are true to the
Union.

%
*

The resolution was then adopted.
Mr. YULEE moved to take up the following resolution,

relating to the ventilation of the Senate chamber, reported
from the Committee on Public Buildings :

Resolved, That a sum not exceeding $8,770 be expended out
of the contingent fund of the Semite in completing the system
ot ventilating and warming the Senate chamber, commenced
and proposed by JohnSkirving ; provided, however, that the
money shall be expended and the work executed under the di¬
rection of the Secretary of the Senate.

Mr. BENTON. I object to the consideration of any thing
relating to ventilation ; we have had wind enough for the last
day or two.

Mr. DICKINSON. I object to the consideration of that
resolution. The session closes now in an hour at furthest,
and I do not wish to have that hour spent unprofitably. The
chamber will be sufficiently ventilated by the time we return,
and, besides, the next session will be a short one. I move to
lay the lesolution on the table and take up the bill for the re¬

lief of J. Hogan, administrator of Michael Hogan, deceased.
Mr. RUSK. Thai's right; there are orphans concerned.
Mr. UNDERWOOD. The Senator from New York can¬

not meige two motions in one; he can move to lay the reso¬
lution on the table, but cannot couple with it a motion to take
up any other bill. The motion must be a distinct one.

Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts. Will the Senator from
Florida allow me to make a report?

Mr. YULEE. Certainly, sir. 1 was anxious that the re¬

solution should have been adopted in order to add to the com¬
fort ol the chamber; but I have no desire to press it against
the sense of the Senate. I will withdraw it.

IV^r. DAVIS, of Massachusetts, from the Committee on

Commerce, to whom was referred the bill from the House for
the improvement of rivers and hartars, reported the same
without amendment.

Mr. D. at the same time moved to be discharged from the
further consideration of all the bills, memorials, 6cc. referred
to the Committee on Commerce; which was agreed to.

Mr. BUTLER, from the Committee on the Judiciary, ask¬
ed to be discharged from the further consideration of all tl\e
bills and papers referred to said committee that had not been
acted on ; which motion was agreed to.

Mr. JOHNSON; of Louisiana, from the Committee on

Pensions, moved to be discharged from the further considera¬
tion of all bills, petitions, &c. at present before the committee,
and not acted on ; which motion was agreed to.
The resolution was then withdrawn.
Mr/UNDERWOOD moved to take up the resolution sub¬

mitted by him several weeks since to tako up the business at
the stage which it was left at adjournment.

Mr. WEBSTEK was of opinion that the measure was ad¬
mirably calculated to facilitate the business of the two Houses,
and hoped it might be adopted. If he mistook not, however,
there was a joint resolution from the House to the same effect,
and if it met the views of the honorable Senator from Ken¬
tucky he would move to take up the resolution irom the
House.

Mr. UNDERWOOD was not only perfectly willing, but
would prefer that course.
The resolution was then taken up and read as follows :

Neiohtd, That the following be added to the joint rules of
the two Houses : " After six day* from the commeneement of
a second or suhiequent session of Congress, all bills, resolu¬
tions, or reports which originated in either House, and at the
close of the next preceding session remain undetermined in
either House, shall be resumed and acted on in tike same man¬
ner as if an adjournment bad not taken place."
No objection having been made, the resolution was read a

tiiid time and pasaed.
Mr. DICKINSON. I now move that the Senate lake up

the bill lor the relief of John Hogan and the legal representa¬
tives of Michael Hogan, deceased.

Several Senators were on the right and left and directly
before the President, endeavoring to catcb his attention, voci¬
ferating, " Mr. President! Mr. President !**
The PRESIDENT. The Senator from North Carolina

has the floor.
Mr. MANGUM. I desire to ofler a resolution.
Voices : *. What is it f
the resolution is to allow our Secretary $5(10 on account qf

his Increased responsibilw^ in relation to funds appropriated
and applied for the use and service of the Senate.

Mr. CAMERON. I move to amend that resolution by
adding an item that the laborers on the Capitol grounds re¬
ceive the same compensation they did last session.

Mr. J0HN80N, of Maryland, (in his seat.) That has
siready been objected to by the Senate.

Mr. CAMERON did not care if it had , he should renew
it, and claim Uvhave it considered. Here was a proposition
to give to an officer already receiving a high salary, while
there was a disposition evinced to withhold it from the labor¬
ing man, who toiled all day under the rays of a burning sun
for a small pittance. His sympathies were with the working
classes, and, although he did not admire this mode of giving
these gratuitiea, still, if they were to be given, be must con¬
tend for the poor laborers on the Capitol grounds, believing
as be did if any were entitled to it they were.

Mr. KINO observed that be had voted sgsinst the propo¬
sition on a prior occasion, believing is be did that it was all
wrong in principle. Upon inquiry, however, he had learned
that these employes were not paid as liberally as be bad sup¬
posed ; he would, therefore, not interpose any oljection to
the amendment of the Senator from Pennsylvania at this time.
He was for acting liberally, not extravagantly t and he hoped
that at the next session the matter would be looked into and
fair compensations allowed, and thk system of gratuity for¬
ever put an end to.
The question having been taken on Mr. Cawiroh's amend¬

ment, it was adopted without a count.
Mr. BENTON submitted an amendment giving $80 to the

boy James Moore, employed in the Capitol ; which motion
was agreed to.

Mr. HALE moved to further amend the resolution by in¬
serting an appropriation for the mail boys.James Smallwood
and Martin Latruite.who were employed day and night in
carrying the mails backwards and forwards to Senators* lodg
ings and the poet office. Agreed to.

Mr. MANOUM moved further to amend tbe resolution by
requiring that tbe Assistant Doorkeeper, Issac Holland, be al¬
lowed tbe same rate of compensation for conveying the re¬
mains of the Hon. Chkster Abm.it as was allowed in the
case of the Hon. Mr. Barrow ; which motion was agreed to.

Mr. HANNEGAN then moved that the pages of the Sen¬
ate be placed on the same footing in regard to compensation
as those of the House of Representatives.

[Several voices : "Oh, no; we have gone far enough."]
Mr. HANNEGAN insisted thst there was no just reason

why tbey should not be so plsced. This little pittance is to
enable our pages to go to school during the recess.
Tbe question was tben taken and tbe amendment was

adopted.
Mr. WESTCOTT moved that the Sergeant-at-Arms be

allowed to retain tbe force be has at present employed as fold¬
ers snd mail-carriers. Mr. W. said it was evident, unless
this force was retained, it would be impossible that the vast
amount of Jocuments could be sent off.
The amerdment was agreed to. t

[CnVflf " Question on the resolution as amended."]Mr. TUffrlEY desired to say something before the ques¬
tion was taken. [Cries of "Oh, no: let the question be ta-
ken."] Mr. T. insisted on his rights. Tbe amount now al¬
lowed by law to the Secretary of the Senate was $3,000 per
annum, and the other day sn additional MOO was added ; and
nowhere was sn additional proposition adding MOO more. This
was a species of extravagance for which he, for one, was un¬

willing to take the responsibility. He did not know when this
system of making sdditional allowances commenced ; hut, let
it have commenced when it might, it was an injudicious and
improper one. The Secretary already received as much as

sny Auditor of the Treasury, and to increase that allowance to
$4,000 was, in his opinion, something more than he conceiv¬
ed right or proper. He did not wish to be understood as re¬
flecting on thst officer, for he knew bim to be able, efficient,
careful, and laborious. It was against the system he entered
his protest, and should feel compelled to demand tbe yeasand nays.

Mr. UNDERWOOD thought this generafscrembling for
extra allowances at the close of long sessions extremely repre-

hensible ; it w»s all wrong, from beginning to end. A» there
was no t^ine at present to enter into any argument on the sub¬
ject, and as it had almost become a usage of the body, he would
not now oppoae it; but, in giving his vote now, he desired it
to be distinctly understood that it would be tor the last time.

[Cries of "Let the resolution be read an amended."]
The question was then taken on the rerolution, as amend¬

ed, and decided in the affirmative, as follows :

YEAS.Messrs. Allen, Badger, Baldwin, Bell, Benton,
Berrien, Borland, Cameron, Clarke, Davis, of Mississippi,
Dodge. Douglas, Downs, Fitxgerald, Foote, Greene, Hale,

Houston, Johnson, of Maryland, Johnson,ofLouisiana,M# Metcalfe, Miller.
Sebastian, Spruance, Slurgeol., «, t/pnam, Webster,
Westeott, aHd Yulee.36.
NAYS.Messrs. Atherton, Bradbury, Breese, Bright,Felcli, Niles, and Turney.7.
On motion of Mr. DOWNS, the bill for the relief of Fied-

erick Durrive was taken up and passed.
On motion of Mr. BENTON, the Senate took up the bill

for the relief of Win. Triplet; which was ordered to a third
'reading and passed.

On motion of Mr. ALLEN, the Senate proceeded to con¬
sider the bill from the House in relation to military land war¬
rants ; which was Kad a third time and passed.
On motion of Mr. DODGE, the Senate took up the bill for

tjie relief of John P. B Gratiot, and the legal representatives
of Henry Gratiot, and it was read a third time and passed.
On motion of Mr. HANNEGAN, the Senate took up the

bill to liquidate certain claims therein mentioned ; which was
read a third lime and passed.
The usual committee was appointed on the part of the

Senate to wait on the President of the United States and notify
him that, unless he had further communications to make,
the two houses of Congress, having finished the business before
them, are ready to adjourn.
On motion of Mr. HANNEGAN, the Senate proceeded to

the consideration of Executive business, and remained therein
until 13 meridian ; when the President pro teni. adjourned the
Senate sine die.

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES.
Friday, August 11, 1848.

Mr. VINTON moved that the House resolve itself into
Committee of the Whole on the army appropriation bill.
He stated that the chairman of the Committee of Finance

in the Senate had been with him.urging the necessity of com¬
ing to an agreement in the Committee of Conference on the
numerous disagieements between the House on the general
appropriation bill.
The motion prevailed, and the House accordingly went into

Committee of the Whole, (Mr. Chapman in the chair,) and
look up the army bill.

Mr. VINTON suggested that, as the Senate had changed
the second section of the bill, and with it the proposed num¬
ber of the army, and as the residue of the bill depended on
this, the committee should first take up the Senate's amend¬
ment to the second section ; if that should be agreed to, the
other ameixftnents would follow as of course ; but, if not, they
would fall with it.
The Senate's amendment to the second section was read,

which provides that the nunAer of men of the companies be
fixed at sixty-four.

Mr. BOTTS advocated*a concurrence with the Senate's
amendment. Mr. B. reverted to the ground he had taken
when the bill had been under discussion in committee, remind¬
ing the House that he had advocated the plan of fixing the
general number of the companies at sixty-four, with liberty to
the President to increase those on distant service in the new
Territories to one hundred by reducing the requisite number
of companies nearer home to forty-two. The question then
had been between an army with sixty-four men to a company,
as preferred by the military committee, and an army with forty-
two men to a company, as recommended by the Committee of
Ways and Means. The military committee were induced to
their conclusion in part by the fact that the Secretary of W ar
staled that five thousand men would be needed for our new

possessions on the Pacific. The House had preferred the plan
of the Committee of Ways and Means, arid had sent the bill
to the Senate with forty-two men to a company. It had there
undergone an examination by the military committee of the
Senate, and they concurred with the opinion of the military
committee of the House thut the companies should consist of
sixty four men, but those on distant service to contain onehun-
dred ; they differed, however, in not recommending that, to
meet this increase of some companies to one hundred, others
should be reduced to forty-two. This difference was flot of
great moment. The first question would then be on concur¬

ring with this amendment of the Senate. Should this be agreed
to, the sums and numbers in the other sections of the bill must
be made to confortfi.

Mr. TOOMBS said that the gentleman had not stated any
reasons why the military committee of the Senate disagreed to
the bill of the House. .

Mr. BOTTS referred Mr. Toombs to the fact he had men¬
tioned, that the Secretary of War stated that five thousand
men would be needed for the Territories alone. He also re¬

minded Mr. T. of the arguments he had before advanced when
the bill had been in committee in the House.

Mr. TOOMBS then went into a review of the history of the
reduction and increase which the army had undergone since
1838, and insisted that the plan of a skeleton army, with the
number of rank and file greatly reduced, but the officers re¬

tained, had always received the approbation of the country.
The increase of the companies to sixty-four men, and of a

part of them to one hundred, was not a feature of the peace
establishment, but an arrangement caused by the declaration
of war against Mexico. That war was now over, and Mr. T.
was for returning to the old peace establishment, with but for*
ty-two men to a company.
He argued tbat a less number of men was needed, since the

power of concentrating them on any desired point had been «o

greatly increased. Orders were now communicated by light¬
ning, snd the men brought together by steam. He dwelt on
the cost of this Government in a time of peace, which he esti¬
mated at thirty millions, more than any Government on earth
was worth. Extravagant public expenditure was the road to
ruin on which many Governmenta of the old world had travel¬
led to theirdestruction. If the amendment of the Senate should
Iw adopted, the army would cost the country not less than ten
million-*; and aome gentlemen favored a still larger increase,
which would run it up to thirteen milliona. The Preaident's
recommendation would double it, at a cost of twenty-five mil¬
lions, while all the while ha was ottering homilies against
standing armies. Mr. T. dwelt on the evils of Executive pa¬
tronage, and contended that it ought to be cut down, and, as

one means of doing this, he was for reducing the sixe of the
army. He insisted that our frontier had not been much in-
creased, and went over the same grounda he had formerly tsken
in committee (and which were reported at the time) as to the
impoesibility of oar needing five thousand men to guard what
Gen. Taylor bad won with less than three thoussnd. He de¬
nied that any numerous force was needed to garrison the posts
at home, or take care of the public property there , and then
he advanced his ultra ground, as on a former occasion, thst
we needed no army, not a man. The people were all suffi¬
cient for the defence of the country. He was willing to keep
up a strong navy, but he believed an army wholly unnecessary.

Mr. McLANE replied, and expressed his utter disagree¬
ment from Mr. T.'s views. He supported the Senate's amend¬
ment, a* approved by thoae who were the fitl jst judges in the
case. Aa to the evils of pstrooage, reducing the privates in a

company from sixty-four to forty-two would not reduce it at
all { the captain and the three lieutenants would all remain,
whether their command were sixty-four or forty-two rank
and file.

Mr. HUNT asked Mr. McL. where the money waa to
come from to maintain ao large a atanding army as that gen¬
tleman seemed to approve ' Was he willing to borrow money
to increaae the army in time of peace .*

Mr. IVERHON asked Mr. Host where Mr. H. expected
to get his half a million of dollars for works of internal improve¬
ment '

Mr. HUNT replied, from the ordinary and regular receipts
of the Treasury.

Mr. BOTTS complained that he was placed in an embar¬
rassing position- tie Mood here almost alone in sustaining
the views of the Administration aa to the proper force of the
army, againat the opinion of his political friends and without
Mipport from his political opponenta. The argument of the
gentlemen from Georgia (Mr. Toombs) came too late, after
we had, by an expeneive war, obtained the new territory. It
would have been better if the gentleman had brought it for¬
ward when we were aetting out to get these new conquests.
For himself, as was well known, Mr. B. detested the acquisi
lion, and would he willing to give Mexico the fifteen millions
stipulated in the treaty to take the whole of it back again. The
increased expenditure for the army of which the gentleman
complained had been caased wholly by thia very thing, and
real y Mr. B. thought it somewhat hard that he had to stand
here (tattling for the Democratic Administration when its own
frienda would not.

Mr. McLANE moVfed that the committee now rise | which
motion prevailing, the committee rose accordingly ; and in the
House a resolution waa adopted, on motion of Mr. Vi*tok,
to stop further debate on the bill in five minutes aftet the Houae
should have returned into committee.
That five minuses was occupied by Mr. McCLELLAND

in defending himself against an anonymous attack which ap¬
peared in the Tribune at New York, charging him with hav¬
ing repeatedly refused to vote on questions of internal improve¬
ment, with a view to defeat those measures by the want of a

quorum voting. Mr McC. otterly denied the truth of the
accusation, and appealed to gentlemen on the Whig side of
the Houxc to say whether he had not voted on every such
question.

Mr. GRINNELL, ehairman of the Committee on Com¬
merce, Mr. HUNT, (who had intro^ed the river and har¬
bor bill,) and Mr. TOOMBS all bote witness to the entire
falsehood of ihe charge. .

The time limited by resolution having expired, the commit¬
tee proceeded to vote.
The question being put on the Senate's amendment to strike

out the second section of the House bill and substitute another
fixing the army at sixty-four men to a company, die , it was

decided in the negative. So the committee refuted to concur
in the Senate's amendment, and voted to keep the army at
forty-two rqen lo a company, as in their own bill.
The next question was on the Senate'* amendment allow¬

ing certain! arrears due to Col. De Ruasy, of the Topographi¬
cal Engineers. In this the committee concurred.
The nexiofthc Senate's amendments appropriating $200,000

for expense^ of (fciliiary operation! in California, and the pay
of men and officers engaged in it, including all claims for
horses lost, \.c. being read

Mr, BLI T obtained'leave, by unanimous consent, to offer
an amcndoi nt by way of substitute, proposing a l>oard of
commisaiom ra to liquidate the California claims, and report
them to the War Department.

Alter the imendment had been read, Mr. Ii. asked leave to
offer in sup| >rt of it a few remarks ; but they were objected to.

Mr. BOVLIX moved to amend the amendment proposed
by Mr. Bcir by striking out the word "officers," (to consti¬
tute the boad of commissioners,) and inserting in lieu thereof
the words M three disinterested personsbut this amendment
to the ameniment was rejected, as was Mr. Bi'rt'b, and the
commmiiteaalso refused to concur in the Senate's amendment.

,

^ question then occurred on the Senate's amendment pro¬
viding that tun honorably discharged in Mexico should be
considered i( law as having served out their term of service,
and rewarded accordingly. In this also the committee con¬
curred.

In the amendment allowing >657 to Capt. Caldwell they
also concurred.

I he next amendment proposed certain alterations in the
marine corps, placing it on the same footing as in 1847, but
with a limitation that it should not exceed 1,500 privates. In
this the committee refused to concur.

i he other particulars of the bill which the Senate proposed
to alter, so as to conform to an increased amount of force, were
of course disagreed to.
The amendment allowing forage to professors at West Point

according to their respective assimilated rank, was rejected.
I he Senate s amendment providing for arrearages of sur¬

veys west of Mississippi was also rejected.
I he amendments having been gone through with, the com¬

mittee rose and reported them to the House.
In the House Mr. VINTON moved the previous question,

which was seconded, put, and carried ; and the question re¬

curring on concuriing with the Committee of the Whole in
their report on the respective amendments agreed lo and reject¬
ed, they were all concurred in.
The bill was then returned to the Senate.

BILLS PASSED.
On motion ol Mr. ROCKWELL, the House proceeded to

consider the business on the Speaker's table, when Senate bills
in relation to the terms of the circuit and district courts of the
United States for the district of New Jersey, and for the relief
of Gustavus Dorr, were severally read three times, passed, and
relumed to the Senate.

Senate bills for the relief of George Senter, and to autho¬
rize the sale of reserved lands, and for other purjmses, were

severally read a first and second time and committed.
CLINTON AND KALAMAZOO CANAL

Senate bill lo apply certain alternate sections of the public
domain towards the completion of the Clinton and Kalamazoo
canal, in^the State of Michigan, was read a first and second
time. The question being on the third reading of the bill.

Mr. BINGHAM said this bill proposed lo grant lands upon
tbc Clinton and Kalamazoo canal, which run from the mouth
of the Clinton river, upon Lake at. Clair, to Lake Michigan.
It was a State work, and had been completed for about thirty
miles. Michigan was the only one of the new Western Stales
that had not received large grants of land from the General
Government. The embarrassments of the Htate had farced
her to suspend operations in ihe completion of the canal, and
this grant would enable her to go on and complete a great
public work.
Some conversation ensued between Messrs. McCLEL-

LA.ND and others ; when
Mr. BINGHAM moved Ihe previous question.
Mr. FEATHERSTON moved to lav 'he bill on the table.
The yeas and nays being ordered on the motion, the vote

stood : Yeas 78, nays 81.
Mr. THOMPSON, ol Indiana, said he had voted for lay¬

ing the bill on the table under a misapprehension, supposing
that he was voting for the passage of the hill. He ap|>ealed
to the courtcsy of Ihe House to allow him to change his vote,
as it would not change the result.

I he SPEAK ER said it could be done by common consent.
Mr. HAMMONS rose and objected.
lo enable Mr. Collamer to move an amendment-
Mr. BINGHAM withdrew his demand for the previous

question.
Mr. GOLLAMER then moved to add the following as a

new section to the bill:
" That the grant specified in the act shall be construed and

taken on this limitation, to wit: tlmt no land shall be taken
but one-half of six sections wide on each side of said canal, so
far as now owned by the United States; and no land elsewhere
shall be considered as hereby granted, nor shall any luch be
claimed or taken ; and alsolurtlier, that none of said land shall
be sold by said State but as follows, to wit t so much as is se-
lected for ten miles ol canal may be taken and disposed of,
and when said corresponding ten miles of canal are finished,
then the sections for another ten miles, and so from time lo
time ; nor shall any title pass to any of said land to anv one,
unltss b) sales so made, and in no other manner : J'roviiied,
hvscrver, That the lands hereby granted shall not be sold at
less than one dollar and twenty-five ccnts per acre;

Mr. COLLAMEK renewed the demand for the previous
question, wbich was seconded, and, under ihe operation
thereof, the amendment was agreed to, and the bill read a

third time.
The question being on the passage of the bill, the yeas and

nays were ordered, and being taken resulted as follows :

Yeas 76, naya 75.
Mr. GAYLE moved to reconsider the passage of the bill in

order to enable him to move as an amendment Ihe bill propoe-
ing grants of land* to the Southern railroad. He wanted to
know with what juctice it was that gentlemen were now wil¬
ling to vote for the .Northern work, when they had to-day re¬

jected a hill containing precisely the same provisions, but for
a Southern railroad

Mr. WENTWORTH called upon the gentleman to name
any Northern man who had voted for the present, and had
not voted for the Southern bill. He believed there was none.

Mr. GAYLE expressed the belief that there were,

^

Mr. McCLELLAND moved to lay the motion lo re-con¬
sider on the table.

After some conversation, in which the Chair intimated
that under repeated decisions of the House the proposed amend-
ment, being on a ditTerent subject, would not be in order even
at the proper stage of the bill.

Mr. GAYLE withdrew the motion to reconsider.
Mr. HILLIARD renewed it.
7 he question on Mr. McClellard's motion to lay on the

table was rejected Yeas 71, nays 80.
The question recurring on the motion to reconsider, under

the operation of the previous question, the yeas were #7,
nay* 67.

After an animate! debate, in which Mess**. STUART, of
Michigan, GAYLE, BOWDON, and others participated,
(which we are obliged to omit,) the previous question was

| moved and seconded, and the main question ordered.
Mr. BOYDEN moved to lay the bill on the table ; on which

the vote by yeas and nays stood, xeas 81, nays 77.
So the bill was Isid on the table.
And then, at 15 minutes before 10 o'clock, the Hobse ad-

journed.
8aT!-rday, At'ourr 12, 1848.

Mr. FRIES presented a letter from Mr. Medill, Commie-
sioner of indian A flairs, in reply to a speech made by Mr.
Cli*(;«ar two or three days since, in which he expressed
his belief that there was gross corruption in the Bureau of
Indian Affaire. The letter from Mr. Medill, denied that
there was any corruption in his office,. and charged Mr.
CuRfiNAR with having made false and unfounded assertions,
«nd asked that a committee might be instituted lo inquire into
fir charges.
The reading of the letter was frequently interrupted and

objected to, on Ihe ground of its oflensiveness to the dignity
and character of the House.

Mr. ROCKWELL, of Connecticut, roee, and, in some

pertinent remarks, defended the rights and privileges of the
members of the House against such attacks from a subordinate
officer of the Government. He concluded by moving that
the fetter be not received.

Mr. FRIES replied that an attack had been made on the
floor of the House by the gentleman from North Carolina on

Col. Medill, to which no honorable man would submit He
wss willing to admit that the letter was not couched in the
most respectful language. The Commiaaioner had been
charged with corruption and fraud, to repel which it was not
to be supposed that he would be very carefyl in choosing his
language. He hoped that a committee would be raised to in¬
quire into the charges made by the grntleman from North
Carolina, as was asked by Mr. Medill. ,

Mr. CLI.VOMAN said the report of his remarks in the In¬
telligencer, in which he had alluded to the corruption of the
Indian Bureau, was not entirely accurate, but from informa¬
tion received since he had made those remarks, he was satis
fled of the corruption of that bureau. He also reiterated
some of the strong language which he had heretofore used
in relation to the Commissityirr.

Messrs. Ill H I and EVANS fallowed, and spoke at some

length against the reception of the letter of Mr. Medill, on

account of the offensive language in which it was couched.
The privileges of ihe Houae secured the freest and mo«t ample
debate, which should, however, be exercieed with prudence,
but under no cimimstaneee could it be tiderated that sn officer
of a subordinste department of the Government should send to
this House an offensive communication like thie.' If he had
fait aggrieved, he should, in the first place, have ascertained
from the honorable gentleman from North Carolina if he was

correctly reported , and, in the next place, he ahould have
asked for an investigation. But he had gone beyond this,
and written an insulting letter, which the House could not
receive without forfeiting it* own self-respect The Execu¬
tive had long sought lo degrade the House, and Bow be had
an imitator in one of bis subordinates.

[The remark*of Mews. FRIES, ROCKWELL of Con-

2» CWNOMAN. ^L'RT, ..d EVAN,, ofUkh the
above is not even an outline, would have been published this
morning but the Reporter who took notes of them has tailed
to furnuh a report. The debate waacontinued aa follows :1

lation'i .00DWARD^ he h,(J "0 "marks to offer in re¬

lation to the propriety of the course pun»u<d by (ho honorable
member from North Carolina, (Mr. Chroma*,) nor did he
rise to vindicate the supposed privileges of membeis of this
House. He denied that any privileges existed except by the
positive provisions of the cons'itution, or such as Congress
might enact, in pursuance of ila right of exclusive legislation
in tb a District.

His intention was to express bis view of the conduct of the
Coinmtsiioner of Indian Affairs in sending to ihis body an in¬

citing and offensive communication. It appeared to him
that every thing was tending to the humiliation and debase-
ment ol the legislative branch of the Government. If a simi¬
lar communication had been addressed to the Executive
branch, or even to one of its subordinate departments, the
W ar or the State Department, it would have been retarded
as an outrage. He (Mr. W.) would have so considered it.
And he did not hesitate to declare that he would vote t0 dis¬
miss from office any oflicer of this House who, in his official
position, should be guilty of such an act. Should the Clerk
or t'i|s House, the 8ergeant-at arms, or any other subordinate
take it on himself to address the President in the language
which one of his subordinates has presumed to throw into our
lace Uus morning, there is not a member on this ride of the
House who would not demand his dismissal from office. And
be (Mr. W ) would readily accede to the demand. Yea, air,
(said Mr. W.) could I separate your character as Speaker
from your constitutional privileges as a member of this body,
I would vote for your dismissal under like circumstances.
And, sir, I shall expect from the Executive the same justice
rT2 n J 10 8C.rd him- 1 sha" «P«* hi-n to dismiss
Col. Medill Irom office, or, at all events, to subject him to some
proper reproof. As he (Mr. W.) would defend the Execu¬
tive department from insult and aggression on the part of our

subordinates, so he would expect the Executive to defend the
legislative department against aggressions and insult from his
subordinates. It bas come to this, that a subordinate in one
ol the Departments presumes to send an insulting communi¬
cation to this House 5 and, what is still more humiliating, to
demand of us certain proceedings thereon ? and we are ex¬

pected, upon his demand, to go into the question of the in¬
famous conduct of one of ourselves ! Sir, I shall expect
cv.ry member on this floor who does not bear in his bosom
the heart of a tory to repel, indignantly, this inauit upon the
American House of Commons, thus offered by a snbor-
uinate in another branch of the Government. If the honora¬
ble member from'North Carolina (Mr. Clinojiait) has done
injustice to the Commissioner, Mr. Medill, let Mr. Mediil
seek satisfaction outside of these walls in such manner as he
may think best upon his own responsibility. I shall consider
myself as having no right to interfere.

Mr. FARAN next obtained the floor.
Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL said he wished very mnch to hear

the communication read. He had not heard a word of it.

h , /.u , ^ T,ke °f ,he 'rap0'1*.* of the officer at the
head of the Indian Bureau being a man of the highest honor
and the stiictest integrity, and said whenever any member of

»K« « -Ve eg,8?ative department attempted to degrade
that officer in the public estimation, to represent bim as not
resisting corruption or spurning a bribe, such an effort, parti¬
cularly when made from the Legislative department, should
meet on the spot with instant rebuke. Never could he osk
any department of this Government to respect him when he
did not respect himself« nor could this House be respected by
the country when it would not respect itself. If members of
bis House would charge the basest corruption upon persons
who stood at the head of the Treasury, and who should be
inen of the nicest honor and the strictest integrity, he said they
should never shrink from any investigation which might be
asked by that officer or by any member of this House.

Car.lrnl it ?°n!P!a,ned oflwa*- that the gentleman from North
Carolina, i1 he believed the charges which he had preferred
ere true, had not long since brought them before the House

and demanded an investigation. But when, having failed to
do thta,to got up at the heel of the session and threw out in

'! t'i'' i f6 c]jarKC9 of bribery and corruption upon the head
f the Indian Bureau, it was no more than pioper that that

officer should repel those charges in language as strong as the
gentleman himself had used.

« wrong as tne

Mr. I, yielded the floor at the appeal of Mr. CUMMIN'S
who was proceeding to offer some remarks, when.

Mr. DuER raised the point of order that the gentleman
T^SPF 1 If PP

°r Th.h "Ut Uln* hi* n«ht 10 11 entirely,
he SI EAKEK stated that, by the courtesy of the House,

gentlemen had been allowed to yield to other, for explanation'
ami still retain the floor; but, by the strict^arliamentary law,

rtWa" ,n;"»,e<1 "I.. hut «he gentleman could be entiiled te
toe floor at a time.

I ,
*aTe no,'«. 'hen, that when the gentleman

Ito'h^d vULt!? co',cluded» Should object to the gentleman
Who had yielded resuming the floor, and should himself claim
it anu move the previous question.

'ARAN» uwJer thl* intimation, resumed the floor,
tr.r;^7hrema?,nf Uw "MieJ inth.sc.se, waaeon-
traryao the unite, n, practice of the House, and expressing the
ho|ie that, if insisted upon now, it would be in all other cases

proceeded to say that, without intimating in the slightest de-
gree that the insinuation contained in the communication
against the gentleman from North Carolina was correct, (the
gentleman a statement had been made, which he was bound
to believe, y he nevertheless held that, if any member of this
House acted corruptly, it w«s the privilege of every American
allien, whether he held office under the Executive or not, to

p^nt the charge to this body, and a communication of that
kind be apprehended, had never been considered an insult to
the Houae. If a member on this floor made a serious charge
against an Executive officer, such as the charge of bribery or

corruption, he Leld it was the privilege of such officer to reply
to it in language as strong as that in which the charge was

made. Gentlemen should recollect that men out of this hall
were as sensitive to their honor as they thenar, , were . and

I kW" ,
°f lhe hr,d °f ,be InJian "hen

| charges of bribery and corruption were brought against him,
to repel them in language aa strong as that in which the
charges were couched, and to demand of the House an inves¬
tigation. He had known this public officer long, and he un¬
dertook to say there lived not a human l*in,. of stricter integ
ri y and nicer honor, and who more earnestly desired, aa a

c* n and an officer of the Government, faithfully to dia-
eharge his duUea to the country. He undertook to say that
theeentleman from North Carolina had t«en mod wofully,
groady, egregiously imposed upon < and he had no doubt hut
the gentleman, with hia high aenae of honor arid his liberality
as a gentleman towards a gentleman, would, after an investi-

j
J ackn°wMge before the ciuntry that he

had been deceived and mistaken in submitting the charges
of iheTst"0 J*CUO° W0Uld h* DMde 10 " ,u» >"vestig.uon

from oJl0^ST?N' of AI,b"na« .PPwU'd to the gentleman
Ohio to adopt other »ode of arr.v.ne at the facte

i . .k CrT' ." investigation of the
truth or falsity of the charges made agaihst the Commissioner

j-T®. ". h.wa" Prof*' it ahould be had. He con¬
sidered the communication of the Commia-ioner of I, dian
Affairs, though in the main unobjectionable, still in some

parts disrespectful to the Houae , and he hoped that the gentle-
man would withdraw it .ml offer a aimple resolution providing
.

lov'rt,ir»Hon, which no doubt would be adopted by the

r"p^ ^ hi«h<« confidence in the integrity
and honor of the Commiaaioner of Indian Affairs, and thought
he gentleman from North Carolina would find that he bad
been misinformed. He diaaented from what he considered
he result of the position taken by Mr. WoonwAan, vix that
the House had the excluaive right to make cbargea against
whomsoever they saw fit to direct them, and that they who
were thus charged had no right to repel and cast them back.
Me thought that the practice of members of Ihis Hooae
."" 'J ,n 'heir constant denunciations of the Executive

and his officers, and in bringing forward the gravest charges.
might rather be traced the retoits which were provoked, thsn
to any diapontion which the Executive department might have

ktte?CofW T? rights of Congress. He referred to the

,!. ,,i L i! containing grave charges againat the Preai
nt which he ventured to ssv no man of honor on this floor

would get up and aay he believed.and to the fact that, not-

j withstanding this, gentlemen on the other side were not only
ready to lective the letter, but to print it. He deprecated the
acrimony with which discussions were carried on on this floor
t«oth on the part of ea< h party towards the other and with re-

Jerence to the Executive, and ascribed to this cauae the feet
ihit members were not treated with greater respect by others.

Mr. WOODWARD Wished to say that be thought gentle¬
men op this floor had the right to make use of what language

v "?w fit* When fpeaktng of the official conduct of Execu¬
tive inicera.

u

Mr. UMMIN* objected, as a point of order, to the floor

^emg yielded, if Mr. Hors-ru* wished to retain his right to it.

Me^ wanted the same rule applied that had been enforced upon

| Mr. HOUSTON further enforced the propriety of gentle¬
men on thia floor treating all whose conduct came under their
scrutiny with respect, and considered it necessary in order to
ensure respect for themselves in return. It was too much to
ex pect that an officer of the Government, (who was but a man )
when he had the gravest charges brought upon bim, should
not repel them with warmth. He admitted, however, it would
have been the most proper course for the Commissioner simplv
to hsve denied the charges and demanded an inveatigation.

Mr. THOMPSON, of Indiana, said, in his fefttative
experience, he had noticed one case, and one only, similar to

,

' "In* J'"". "n0*"' * high functionary of hia own 8tate
a . late Senator, had renderid himself obnoxious to his own
party, and another distinguished member of the same party

,
Pr**OTlt®d a memorial to the lower Houae containing base

and 'aluminous charges, and he was glad to say it had been
indignantly spurned by the Houn of Representative, a(
»ie state of Indiana, and the gentleman himaelf had
harety escaped eipulsion from the Houae, by apologfeine
to 'hem with teara in his eyea. Thia paper presented the
remarkable fact that, because a representaUve of 70.000 peo¬
ple on Uus floor tod chosen to say to tod do confidence in aa

executive officer, tbat subordinate member of a co-ordinate
department had presented a paper to thin House, impeaching
the moral character and the integrity and honor of that member
of thia Hou*. He knew nothing of the correctness of these
charges j he had known the Commissioner of Indian A&iiw
for ten year* with some intimacy, and had never seen any
thing discreditable in his conduct. He was, therefore, pre¬
pared to enjtr into this investigation with something of a

partiality in his favor. But he was startled when he heard
gentlemen 01 this floor talking about executive officers being
influenced bp revengeful feelings towards this House. This
House wcrojhe representatives of the sovereignty of the people
and constitjled the grand inquest of the nation, and yet they
must not urjnign the conduct of public functionaries for fear
their motiv^ should be attacked in return ! Had it come to
this, in ihe^ear 1848, when this great struggle was going on
between E»cutive power and (he popular supremacy > What
was there n what had been said by the gentleman from ..

North Cai >!ina to provoke such an attack ' A gentleman
whom he \4as proud to call his friend, notwithstanding the
base chargi which bad been brought against him ; a gentle¬
man to wljose unimpeachable character it was unnecessary
for him to^iear testimony. He read the reported remark* of
Mr. Cliimxam.

Mr. 8A*VYER and Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL wished the
paper of Mr. Me'dill to be read also.

Mr. THOMPSON said it could be read when he got
through, Hid was proceeding to speak of the remarks of Mr.
Clinomai, when.

Mr. CLINGMAN repeated the correction of the report
which hahad made at a previous stage of the debate.

Mr. THOMPSON understood that the gentleman from
North Carolina, then, had never made such a charge as wae

represenpd. When an individual member of this House
thought {proper to attack an individual out of the House,
this Howe, as a House, could know nothing of it; it was a
matter fir the two individuals to settle between themselves,
liut theiman feeling himself aggrieved had no more right to
aend int# this House a paper applying abusive epithets to the
membei than he had to insujl the Speaker for having signed
a bill w^ich might not be entirely consistent wi h hia own

private ppinions. The constitution provided that membeis
should got be held responsible elsewhere for words spoken in
debate, »nd the House were bound to protect them whenever
they ware called in question.

Mr. COLLAMER thought the only question properly be-
fore the House was, whether the language of the paper wan

disrespectful to the House; and, if this was the question,
the language of Mr. Clixgma*, the justice of the charrai
made by him, ifcc-, were not just matter of comment. Ana,
at this late stage of the session, he suggested that gentlemen
confine themselves strictly to (he point at issue.

Mr. THOMPSON would accept the suggestion of hia
friend and confine himself mainly to the question before the
House. The gentleman from North Carolina had only spo¬
ken of rumors of what he had heard, and yet it was gravely
argued now that for this the gentleman was liable to be
insulted, and his motives arraigned by an Executive officer.

But it appeared that the gentleman was incorrectly reported.
He referred to the great difficulty of reporting with entire cor¬
rectness in the noise and confusion of this hall, and said the
proper way for the Commissioner of Indian Affairs would have
been, if he had considered the reported remarks an attack on
his character, to have addressed the gentleman from North
Carolina, inquiring whether he was correctly represented in
the reported remarks. But the gentleman from North Caro¬
lina had said he believed the Indian bureau was corrupt. So
did he, (Mr. T.j) and so, he ventured to say, did two hun¬
dred out of the two huudredand thirty members on this floor;
not that the head of the bureau was corrupt, but that it was *

impossible for any man, of however high integrity and great
energy, to purge the Indian bureau of the festering corruption
which existed in its various ramifications.

Mr. CLINGMAN wished to explain, but objections were
made.

Mr. THOMPSON continued. He was told he was wast¬
ing the whole day. The House had wasted weeks and
months in discussing private and unimportant bills, and now,
when he stood up to defend the high constitutional rights and
prerogatives of this House, was he to be told that it was out
of place >

He continued to comment on the communication as exceed¬
ingly improper in its terms, and he said it ought to be reject¬
ed by the House. If he were in order,1 he would otter the
following resolution :

Jirmh.ril, That the communication of (he Commissioner of
Indian Attain be returned to that officer, and that he be in¬
formed tliut (hi i House considers the laoguage thereof as of¬
fensive and indecorous.

Mr. ROfhiWELL, of Connecticut, also sent up a reso-

lution, which wa< read by the Clerk. It was to jhe effect
that the communication from Mr. Mrdill was disrespectful in
its language, and theiefore that it ought not to be received.

Mr. BURT ro»e to a point of order. The paper upon the
Speaker's table had not been received by the House, and
therefore it could not be made the subject of the action of the
House. The House could assign no other reason than that
which was implied by its rejection.

Mr. FRIES inquired whether he had the right, under the
roles, to withdraw the communication '

The SPEAKER replied that he had.
Mr. FRIES then said that, acting in deference to thf wishes

of his friends, and with the view of reaching the important ob-
ject at which he and his friend. Col. Medill, desired to ar-

rive, via. the obtaining of an investigation of all the charges
preferred by the gentleman from North Carolina, he withdrew
the communication, with the intention of moving a resolution
of inquiry.

At a mbsrquent stage of the proceedings Mr. FRIES aak-
ed leave to otter the following resolution, which was adn|>ted :

Jtetolxrd, That a committee of ihree members of this House
be appointed to inquire into and fully investigate llie course

pursued by the Commissioner of Indian Affairs in the adminis¬
tration of his official duties, and especially into (lie charges
made and preferred in a debate in this body on the 'Jth instant
by the Hon. T. L. Cuieus, a member ot this House, and
that said eommitiec have full »nd ample power and authority
to require books ami papers, to examine witnesses, and to in¬
vestigate fully said charges, and that said committee shall re-

Ert the result of their said investigation at the next session ot"
ingress.

POST ROUTES.
The House then proceeded to consider the amendments to

the bill to establish certain post routes, and for other pur¬
poses, which was returned from the Senate with sundry amend¬
ments.
The amendment authorising the appointment of deputy

postmasters at San Diego and other ports in California was

concurred in, and the amendment providing that the new
routes provided for in the bill should not be put into operation
until the next general letting*, was amended by providing that
the new routes should be put out to contract at the annual
lettings in 1849; and it was then agreed to, as amended.
The other amendments were non-concurred in, and it was or¬
dered that the Clerk acquaint the Senate therewith.
The Houae proceeded to consider (he Senate's amendment

to the House bill to alter the lime of holding the terms of the
United States Courts for the Western district of Virginia;
which amendment of the House was disagreed to by tbe
Senate.
On motion of Mt. JONES, of Tennessee, it was reaolvad

that the House do insist upon its amendment.
Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL moved tbat a Committee of Con¬

ference on the part of the House on the disagreeing votes of
the Iwo Houses on the foregoing bill be appointed. Agreed to.

Mr. MARVIN, by leave, from the <Committee on Military
Affairs, to which was referred Senate bill to allow subsistenee
to certain Arkansas and other volunteers, who have been pri¬
soners of war in Mexico, reported the same. Committed.

Also, from the same committee, to which was referred
Senate bill concerning the pay department of the army, re¬

ported ihe same without amendment.
The bill was then read the third time atd passed, and re¬

turned to the Senate.
PRIVATE BILLS.

Mr. ROCKWELL, of Connecticut, moved a resolution
thai the House now proceed to the consideration of private
hills from the Senate on (he calendar of the Committee of the
Whole, those to which no objection was made first to be con¬
sidered. Agreed to : Ayes 104, noes Ul.
The House accordinglr resolved itself into Committee of the

Whole on Senate bill* on the private calendar, (Mr. Tmohp-
««>*, of Indiana, in the chair,) and, after devoting some time
to the consideration thereof, rose and reported to the House
some thirty or forty bills of a private nature.

VERMONT MILITIA CLAIMS, Ac.
j On motion of Mr. Bl'KT the Commit te.- of the Whole on
the state of the Union was discharged from the further consi¬
deration of the Senate bill for the payment ot the fourth regi¬
ment in the second brigade of the third division of the Ver¬
mont militit for services at the battle of Plsttsburg j and, affer
a brief arid eloquent sp|*al in favor of the Nil by Mr. B., it
was read a third lime and unanimously passed, and returned
to the Serufe.

Mr. BOTD, from the committee of conference on the part
of the Home on the disagreeing vote* of the two Houses on
the bill mating appropriations for the support of the array
for the year ending June 30, 1849, made a report; which
was read, aid, after a few explanatory remark* by Mr. B.,
was aereed U under the operation of the previous question
trtbved by hin.
f? Mr. KINC;, of Georgia, moved that the Houae resolve it-
self into Conmitteeof the Whole on the state of the Union
on Senate t»ila on the public calendar.
The Houai adjourned at a quarter past nine o'clock P. M.

Monday, Anvit 14, 1848.
The reading of the Journal of Saturday waa commenced,

when, on moion of Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL, ils further
reading was dspensrd with.

OREGON TERRITORIAL GOVERNMENT
Mr. ROBINSON, from the Committee on Enrolled BilK

reported (hat He committee had examined the bill to MsWisk
a Territorial government for Oregon, and found it correctly
enrolled.
.He moved te suspend the seventeenth joint rule, which fer-

blla bills being presented to the President on the last day ol lb*


